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31). "As a matter of fact, there is no such thing as this sensation or ap- 
pearance represented by the judgment, 'I have a feeling'" (p. 34). 
' ' The first act of the perceptive consciousness, again, does not produce a 
judgment of the type, ' I have a feeling,' • I see an appearance of white,' 
but of the type, ' There is a white thing ' " (p. 36). " Knowledge arises, 
then, from a feeling in which we self-conscious subjects, as lookers on, 
may see the presence of a ' subject ' of the feeling consciousness, and of 
an 'object' by which the feeling consciousness is modified; but the feel- 
ing, as felt, is neither subjective nor objective. And knowledge itself 
begins when a perception arises from this feeling, in which the subject 
and object, latent in feeling, have started into distinction from one 
another" (p. 37). This is the author's answer to the question, Can we 
know reality ? ' ' There is no bar to our knowledge of reality in the fact 
that knowledge takes its birth from a state of consciousness in which 
subject and object, mind and reality, are indistinguishably one; nor yet 
in the fact that the first step in the development of knowledge sets them 
face to face with one another as interdependent and correlative factors in 
experience" (p. 38). On this view, "the world we know resumes its 
place as real. We can start from experience as it stands. We are not 
forbidden to think that it is what it appears to be — the revelation of 
reality" (p. 39). What this reality is, is briefly suggested in the closing 
pages of the essay. " It is the task of philosophy to take the most typi- 
cally real reality of experience, the intimate knowledge of personality, 
realized through the threefold faculty of personality itself, as the standard 
of our apprehension of experience as a whole ' ' (p. 64). By reason of its 
extreme brevity, the present essay is calculated rather to whet than to 
satisfy the appetite of the sympathetic reader, who will look forward with 
considerable expectation to the further discussion of these problems which 
Mr. Richmond hopes soon to offer. J. S. 



Nature et moralite. Par Charles Chabot. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1896. — 

pp. 287. 

This work is a contribution to the aesthetics of morals. For the writer 
heroism is the type of all virtue, cowardice of all vice. In modern theories 
of ethics there is a contradiction between the one form of morality, obliga- 
tion, and its manifold content ; and it is as a means to the solution of that 
problem that the author offers this book. In the first part, which treats of 
the form of morality, the source of obligation is considered. This is not to 
be found in any heteronomous principle, either religious or metaphysical, 
nor yet in social compulsion. Nor does it arise from any such autonomous 
sources as feeling or a mysterious practical reason. The true autonomy is 
discovered in the theoretical reason, in the exercise of which the moral sub- 
ject becomes conscious of himself and his limitations, and imposes upon 
himself a law. 
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The second part deals with the content of morality. The good cannot 
be identified with the agreeable, the useful, or the true. The good can be 
adequately conceived only as a form of the beautiful. In effect the assimi- 
lation of the two terms is accomplished by the easy syllogism, "Courage 
is beautiful, and all virtue is a form of courage." The author main- 
tains that many advantages follow from treating ethics as a branch of 
aesthetics. Without detracting from the authority of duty, such a treatment 
permits us to reconcile all the conflicting theories which identify the good 
with the agreeable, the useful, and the true ; for all these conceptions have 
this in common, that they are all summed up in the beautiful. It also dis- 
cards the chimasra of a rigorous and logical science of morality. Further, 
it resolves the antimony of the form and content of morality, and makes it 
possible to reconcile nature and morality. 

In the third part, which treats of the relation of ethics to metaphysics, 
this reconciliation is attempted. But, as the author underestimates the 
dualism of nature and morality, he has a comparatively simple task in 
merging them. On the one hand, nature devotes all its forces to the ser- 
vice of morality, it always tends to morality ; and, on the other hand, 
morality is a great creative power, producing a new nature. 

T. W. Taylor, Jr. 

Oeuvres de Platon. Traduites par Victor Cousin. Seconde 6dition par 

M. Barth61emy-Saint Hilaire. Paris, Felix Alcan ; Hachette et Cie. , 

1896. — pp. vi, 412. 

This is the first volume of Cousin's famous translation of the Dialogues 
of Plato, re-edited in the second edition by Barth61emy-Saint Hilaire. It 
contains the first tetralogy of Thrasyllus : Euthyphro, Apology, Crito, and 
Phsedo, and an introductory essay by the editor on the philosophical and 
historical significance of Platonism. This initial volume was prepared for 
the press shortly before the death of Barthelemy, when he was already 
ninety years of age, and posthumously published under the direction of his 
literary executor, M. Rene Millet. 

Cousin died in 1867. Early in January of that year Barthelemy visited 
him in Cannes, in the mild climate of which they had planned to spend the 
winter together. In one of their conversations, Barthelemy called Cousin's 
attention to the need of a new edition of his translation of Plato. At that 
time Cousin was much occupied with other studies, especially with the re- 
vision of the twelfth edition of his Histoire generate de la fthilosophie. More- 
over, he had put aside his studies in Plato in 1 840, when they had been 
interrupted by work in the modern period of literature and philosophy and 
jn public education. He felt, therefore, that to return to a revision of this 
work would require the expenditure of a year in preliminary studies. It 
was for this reason that he begged Barthelemy thirty years ago to under- 
take the revision, for which he considered himself less well prepared. Bar- 
thelemy, however, was at that time an exceedingly busy man, interested in 



